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" Bloom sale shifts horizon

Dench and
Cookson on
Red alert

BY TOM GRATER

Judi Dench and nising talent
Saphie Cookson (Kingsman: The
Sacret Service) will lead Rad Joon for
director Trevor Nunn

Lindsay Shapiro wrote the
script, an adapration of Jennw
Rooney's 2004 noved that itsedf took
its mspiration from the true story
of Melita Norwood, a waman
unmasked a1 age 87 as the KGR
longest-serving Britud spy

The story follows Dench's loan
a retived physacist whose tranguad
Life ta interrupted in 2000 by A visk
from British secret service MIS
Cookson will play Joan in her
younger days as a student at Cam
bradge Univensaty who falls in Jove
with a commeted communist and,
Later, finds her Joyalty to her coun
try tested while employed in the
UK's secret nuchear programme

Sales outfit Embankment Filing
ix launching sales on the project
this week 1 Toronto, Trademark
Films duo Davsd Parfin (Shake-
speare In Lowe) and van Mactag-
gart (Loving Vincent) are producet
and executive producer respec-
tively. Principal photography is
scheduled for Octobey with the film
shouting on kocation i the UK

Tim Haslam, co-founder of
Embankmsent Films, s0d: “Siones
Like Rad Joan can only be based on
true events becatse it's 50 unimag

inable and utterly compelling -
tense, emotional, revealing and
unexpected”

Embankment has four titles
screening ot this year's TIF}
include Submerpence starring Al
cta Vikander and James McAvoy
and Breathy starnng Andrew Gas- ‘
ficdd and Claire Fox |

BY JEREMY KAY
As the industry descends on
Toronto, the evolving nature of
sgency business in light of
WMEIMGSs acquisition of &
majority stake in Bloom has
become an carly focal point. A
number of peophe who spokie under
condimaon of anonyruty have rased
concerns over how the transsction
will affect prospects for rival sales
agents, as well as WME[IMG's
financier and producer chents

The agency's packaging division
WME Global, led by Geaham Tay
lot, helped its client Ken Kao
Launch Rlootn with Alex Walton in

2084 WME Global will now rely on
its partners’ scumen and reputa-
non to graw Bloom and enable
WME Glabal 10 hold onto projects
rather than siphaon them off to a
thard-party sakes agent

Taylor told Screen Internatonal
Last week that he holds all sales
agents in the highest regand and
has every intention of continuing 1o
service them with appropeiate top-
tier product. An alternative view
posed by those in the space, bow-
ever, 1 that the mvestment i Bloom
announced last week will create an
covironment of haves and have-
pots, *If 'm an independent sales

agent, even one with money, | woet't
xpect 10 get the best pacioges now”
one source sakd. “The other sales
agencies should start 1o develop
material or Jock down first-look
deals with talent and peoducers to
ensure they pet groat peaduct too™

The development also raises the
prospect of other Hollywood agen
ches following sult and buying sakes
companics. A financier client a1
WMEIMG said the agency had
now become thelr agency and
theizr rival. “ICs 2 mnart move by
WAME one source said. “They are
rying W own the pipeline and oth
ery should follow”™
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Masatoshi Nagase, Naomi Kanase. Julsette Binoche and producer Marianne Slot on the Japan set of Vision

Kawase, Binoche share Vision

BY MELANIE GOODFELLOW

Japanese filmmaker Naom
Kawase has kickod off the shoot of
Vaion, staming Juliette Binoche.
Parts-based production company
Shot Machine, which is producing
the film alongsade Kawases Kumee

Ine, announced the stant of shoot

and fresh detals on the eve of TIFF
Wild Bunch i handling mtcrna-
tiotsal sales and Haut o Coart pre-
bought French rights.

Binoche stars a6 2 journalist in
Japan trackang 2 mysterious herd
that appearn only ance every 997

vears. Parther plot detadls remain

under wraps although the produc

ery snd Kowase's rademark themes
of “nature and the cycle of life™ wall
feature. The cast mcludes Japan's
Masatoehi Nagade “The mosnent
we e, | wanted to work with Jubs

ette and from that decisson all the
phoces fit together” maid Kawnse

Mongrel s

Moogred nternationad head Carcline
Habit and her team will kick off
tadks on a slate of TFF selections
directed by women, Dacovery/Next
Wave selection Avamarks the
feature dvectorial debut of Sadat

ate puts women first

Foroughl and s based oo har
childhood in iran. Meditation Park,
by Mina Shum, piays in
Conternporary World Cinerna and
stars Cheng Pei Pei 33 2 woman who
unpects her husbard s baveang an

aftur, Mongrel Medita Gistributes
Canada. High Fantasy by Jonra Bass
followss four friends on a camping
trip who veakce U 10 fived thery have
all saapped bodies. “Yie're looking
10 priontise femake fimymaders, who
are il underregresented in our
nckistry.” said Habib

Jererny Koy

Netflix snaps
up world for
Been So Long

BY ANDREAS WISEMAN
Netfia has pre-bought workdwide
oghts from Film Constellation to
London-set musical Been So Losy,
starring Michaela Coel and Aninnd
Kene. The multi-million dollar deal
b undersood 1o be the largest sin-
gle sogquintion of a UK film by the
drvanung gant

Been S0 Loag is a modern-day
romance st on the strevts of Cam-
den, hustoncally ooe of London's
musical botheds (and the former
home of Amy Winchouse). Bafta
winner Cocl, whose UK TV seties
Cheweng Gum was a bt for Netflx
s the US, plays 3 single mother
wha, on a rare night on the town, 1s
charmed by a handsome but trow-
Bled stranger (Kene) The support-
ing cast includes Joe Dempuie
{Game Of Thrones), George Mac-
Kay, Ronke Adckolueyo, Luke Not-
s and Ashley Thamas

Dreected by Tinge Kesdhinan and
m post-production, the film is pro-
duced by Nadine Marsh-Edwards
and Amanda Jenks, The project
was developed by the BFL and oo-
financed by Film4 and the BF1
with funding from the Natonal
Lottery. Fabien Westerhoff bro-
kerod the deal on behalf of Groena-
cre Pl Netflix stapped up rights
after socing first footage in Cannos




